WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
PREDOCTORAL INTERDISCIPLINARY CLINICAL RESEARCH TRAINING PROGRAM
Guidelines for the Preparation of Proposals 
After consultation with the proposed mentor, the student should prepare a single-spaced typewritten proposal that includes the following sections: 
I. Title of Project 
II. Name 
III. Name and Department of Proposed Faculty Mentor
IV. Abstract (1/2 Page) 
V. Statement of the Research Problem 
This should be an introductory section that places the problem in context in the field. A number of key references should be cited to provide scholarly background. From this section, the readers should be able to determine why it is of interest to examine the proposed problem (One page should be adequate for this purpose). 

VI. Specific Aims & Research Strategy (Significance, Innovation, and Approach)
An outline that lists the individual experimental issues that are to be addressed (1/2 page or less).
VII. Experimental Plan, Methods, and Data Analysis 
A (somewhat) detailed description of the experimental system to be examined, the materials available, the procedures to be employed, expertise available in the sponsor lab, and the rationale for the design of the project. From this section, the reader should be able to determine how the data to be gathered will help solve the problem identified in section V. The reader should also be able to assess feasibility of the proposal both in terms of experimental design and time frame for completion.  Mention of protection of human subjects, inclusion of women and minorities, inclusion of children, vertebrate animals. Targeted/Planned enrollment table. A small secondary or tertiary project should also be mentioned (approximately three pages). 

VIII. Literature Citations, Progress Report Publication List (include PMCID # if applicable), and Consortium/Contractual Arrangements (no page limit)
Although the written proposal should be the work of the student, it is understood that the proposed faculty mentor will provide guidance in its preparation. It should be emphasized that the project should have fundamental scientific merit and some novelty, but should also be designed so that it is feasible to carry out within the period of the one-year fellowship. Please note the new NIH requirements for this section around Rigor and Reproducibility: http://grants.nih.gov/reproducibility/faqs.htm#4834 
Please contact Dr. Jay Piccirillo, Program Director at 362-8641 or piccirilloj@ent.wustl.edu, if you need additional information.  
